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Message to the members of the

Roger Casement Branch from the
GOC Air Corps, Brig-General Paul Fry.

It Ig wilh gresd pleasurs that | send my gresfings fo &ll members of ONE Roger Casement
Branch and el record my congrahulafions to the Branch on their ten yeers publshing the
LINKE Mewsletler, For any crganizeton, effective communications ere the lifeblood and
|feding fo keeping members informed, engaged and ensuring the confinued relevance and

suryival of both the organization fself end its members, The Link has achieved this standerd and you can be rightly proud of this
achievement Anofher sowce of pride is the sponsoring of esch edifien by & member thus allowing ONE funde fo be chennaled
directly to the benafit of the ONE Hostels, Well done one end &ll"

Wy warmest compliments alse go o ONE Roger Casemeant Branch an embresing the sodial media concept and capebility and using their anfing Branch
website o publish ifs newsletter &5 well as using fhe radtonal paper form to circulate i, Bus ensuring ifs avaiability and relevance o gl who live in
{his digited age! More than forty edifions have been issued by the time you read this - go anling and check the website &5 they are &ll avalatle tene,
It s with confidence that | ook forward fo reading the nest forly edtions &5 1 know that the ediforisd team will maintain the high quelity thet has been
& halmark of the Link thraughout its [#e

Al the end of this year of significant yeer of 1816721 & commemarations and esents inwhich the Roger Casement Brench ONE have played thedr full
and honorable pert, | take this oppodunity to scknowledgs your canfinued commitmend to the A Comps and it former personnel, congratulsts you on
e sfrength and key activity of your Branch and send from the Office of the GO on behalf of the A Comps best wishes to &l reeders of The Link for
& Peeoaful, Merry Christmeas and Happy and Healthy Mew Year Beir Bug!! Paul Fry Brigadier General, General Officer Commanding the Air Comps
and Director of Miitary Avietion

From The Chairman

2016 was & vary special year far me parsonaly,
firslly beng ehkecled &5 Chairman of the Roger
Casament Branch and secandly, henouring tha 1006
anniversary of the 1916 Resing by marching past the
GPO wilh & Aumber of RCE members, all extremaly
proud o be represanting and wearng e RCB
| insignim 8nd sharng the parace wilh our Alr Corps
Colleagues and the ofer veélerans arganisations.

Editors Note

This Link has mow reached ils 108 anniversary. | wish b henk
GOC Alr Coms Tor his kind commants and besi wishes as
publshiad in his latar sbove. Indeed our thanks is alsa dus &
e many serving members of tha Alr Comps who ke provided
ramendous support 1o e Branch durng Ihe past 10 yasrs 0
particular o the vanows Press Officers and stall end also to 105
Sqdn. Phalo Section for ils valuable cooperaion and assistancs
in supplying and dgllising photes for the vanows edilions of ke
Link. &s a resull of fie moreased communications systams which

Wea heve had B very successiul vear fo date, with & number af aur branch
membears attending meny events, inchuding ceremanies in Europe at tha
site of the Battle of the Somme and in Flanders

We echieved the besi attendence io date at the Annual Mess and wreath
Isyirg ceremany hald in Casamenl Asrodrome for our decaesed Alr Corps
membears and | would like to thenk Brigedier General, Paul Fry, and tha
FaM and Mess President for the use of the NCO's mess for refreshments
after the ceremony slong with ite avelebility for our monthly meefings
fhroughaut the year and finglly, far alowing visitors o experence he
wonderful Ar Comps Museum,,

Our Fuchzia fund relief programme was slighy down an previous years
which we hope to cormeet in 2017 end beyond

Chrisimes is & time far remembrance gnd this yarr we regreifully lost somea
wvery dear fnends from cur & Corps family, We wish their femilies and thosa
RCHE mambers recovarng from lliness, & apeedy recovary end peace and
happiness at this time.

Finedly, miy sincera thanks to He commites for all fer hard work during
the year, and my B=st Wishes o all RCE members and their familes for a
Hapoy Chrigimes and a Frosparcus and Healthy MNew Yeer

Michael Dalaney, Chasman, RGH

wiara infroduced in ey 2007 and the intraducion of e Alr Comps
tyle head gear Ihe Branch mambership has sieadly increased
W noke el recenty retined Alr Corps mambars ang [oining ha
Branch recognising the close relalionship with the A Corps, thay
ang heppy o coninue as members of ONE while rataning strang
lirks willim Bve Al Corps family.

Increased Branch membership ensures that te Branch can play
@ more impotant male inraising unds B support the primary
objectives of the ONE in supporiing disadventaged former
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ROGER CASEMENT BRANCH, CENTENARY YEAR
VISIT TO THE SOMME AND FLANDERS.

A group of twanty RCE members end gueste departed Dublin Arport end amived in Brussek
Aimpart in the eftarnoon of 7*Sapiember 2016 The plan was to atend the Last-Post caremany
atiha Menin (afa thaiawaning, bul due to defays on the journey fa Yores this was nat possble

Thea next dey Saturday, we left fhe haksl fo travel soufh fo the Sommea fo atiend the cenlanary
ramembrance of the liberefion of Ginchy end Guillemont The ceramony was co-ordinated by
thee Somme Arsociation of Marlharn lreland end the Royel Irish Regiment commanded by Li-
Ciol Kenmy, Thie was the seventh year that the RCH perfcipated in tha mamaorial samvies

Tha Brench stendard bearsre were Noel Murphy and F.J Brennan, Frank Welshe camed the
Aszacisfion Stendard of tha 18* Royal Inish Regrmant, Other slendards on parade spart from
the French wera the Royal Dubdn Fueilisrs, the Connsught Rangsrs the Royal Irish Fusilars
Asznciafion and tha Foredown Royal Brish Lagion from Co. Down, An Irish Army colaur perty
carried tha Mefanal Flag. Tha Royal Irnish Regiment colowr party carmed fe Queens Colour end
their regimentel stendard. French vederens carmed an ezsorimant of efandands

There were vanous dgnitaries in allendance which included Ms Heather Humphries Minister
for the Gasltacht and Lew reform, Mr John Eernedy from the minister's office g5 wes the

reprasentatives of the Glaaneyin Trust. The Morthem Ineland execufive wes represented by the
Secretary of State. The M C. paid frizute o all the people who worked fo make this dey possible
from Quesn Elizebeth I to President Mary Mo lesse and Mr Tom Burks MBE, the Royel Dublin
Fusiliers Association and Mr Gen Barr,

The Cafic Crozs ereced by Hhe peaple of Cork in
memary of 2 Munster man killed in the Grest War
wich iz located in the grownds of Yores Cathedral.

During the sarvice the exhoralion was dalivered joindly by Li-Gan
Dawnid The O'Marchoe, President REL, Ireland and by e RCB
Deputy Chairman Paddy O'Meara who racited tha prayer in Irish
al tha requast of the Somme Assodalion. The caremony canciudad
with the playing of the Halional Anthems af Iraland, Greal Britain
and Franoe.

Al tha conclusan of tha main ceramary a wreath was laid al e
Franch war mamarial nearby and a memarial stane was unveled in
ramiembrance of e Channal lsandars whio el at Guilemont and
Glnchy, many of whom served in tha |rish ragmeants.

Dlur baltflafiedd tour confinusd with vanades highlights. The impremplu
singing of “The Graan Fiels of France’ af the grave aof "Wilis M
Brida' was impressiva. In the Somme reglon tha group alza visited
the Somma's prncipal mameorial al Theapwal, the Liisker Towar
mamorial o ha 36" Leler Duision, tha Newloundland Mamornial
al Beaumonl Hammal, the Lochnagar Cratar and 1ha Devonshine
Trench Cemetery in Mametz whera Mka Whalan reed & poam ai
the grave of poat Moel Hodgean

Latar that evaning the group refurnad fo Yores after a long bud
rewerding day in the Somme

The following day Sunday, back in Flanders, the group traveled o
tha lsland of Ireland Peaca Park m Messiras and 1o the site of the
1914 Chnetmas Trucs foolball maich

Mz Fran Kenmy from Co, Wesfiord cemea on the trig pimearily fo =i
bath har grand-uncles greves, baing the firet in tha family to do 20,
which proved emofional but very fulfiling for Fren and al prasent
Her uncles wera Ptea. Pater and Michesl Cush 18" Hoyel lrish
Regimani Hoth brothers are buried in cematanss sporoocmeabeky
5 Kme apart Her initistive wae promptad in har home village of
Crandzed by projects which researched local saldiars who died in
the Great War The RCH Branch mambars in uniform perdarmead &
dignified service & both graves and piper John Brennan played an
approarists lament at tha gravesides,

In the altamcan the group visited saveral =ies in Flanders and
perfarmad greveside ceramonies including the grave of Francs
Ledwidge, tha Field Ambulance siation whera John Mc Crea, e
author of the most popular WW1 poam ‘In Flanders Fields' servad
as @ doctor  Wea also wisded the Tyne Cat Cametary and the
franches locatad at Hil 62 naar Sanchuary Waod.

The Handars part of cur bow was a parfcular highlight which
canchidad with the Manin Gata caremony, Tha Fogar Casament
Branch slandard was paraded as was the flag of tha Four
Pravinces. Frank Walsha carred tha 18" Rayal Irsh Regimeant
sfandard. The bard af tha Grenadiar Guards provided the misc
and thair DCE laid a wraalh at the Grenadiar's memarial panal at
tha mamanal. Tha Grenadier's band hawving amongst alher pisces
played Elgar's solamn "Mimrod™ and both the Balgian and Brilish
Maticnal Anlhams belora marching-off with ther regmantal manch
"Tha Brilish Grenadiers” salufing thelr mamarial plaque and e
calours on parada as hey marchad past

Oin Monday, on the final day of the visit, after chacking out of the
hodel, the coach proceadad fo the Le Tours manument in Harlhern
Frenca where meny Irsh soldierz are ramembered  This memorial
ig wery cloge o the site where the Royal Munster Fuailara went
over the top a hundred yeara ego having hed a General Absolufion
and blessing from Father Glkeesen the evanmng bafora. Over 800
froope were in atiendance and are reporied fo heve awung tha Hymn,
'Heil Guesn of Heaven' during the service. The folowing evaning
not much mare fan 200 ‘Munslers’ were alive and fit fo sttend &
earvice at tha eams apat

The RCH group, in hanaur of the desd Inshmen, =ang Hail Qusan
of Hagvan' at tha sams =pot.

The graup then conlinued to Bruszals Rrport far the flight back 1o
Ouilim after a mamarable end enjoyable visit to Fandears and the
Zpmme during the Somme canbanary yaer,



ammumal Cametary
I Mavch 22, 1975 age 28,

ol the lsland of beland Peace Fark Flanders.

i g |I|' Tarl Ls I:I_I oLr ':|I1rll}' oraul E'l:' ﬂ |:'_|I' mambars
of the PO0.F

oltesy of Gerand Browna




FROM THE ARMY TO THE ABBEY ...

The two questions which actors are most frequently asked are, “How do you remember the lines and
Heow do you become an aclor?, The first quastion |s difficult to answer, and the second nearly impossible
to answer to the questioners salisfaction. When it is explained that there is no simple strasghtforward
routa into our profession, and that nearly every actor had a different way info it, and that a large amount
of huck is also required, disbelief and suspicion of one's motives are usually to be seen on the face of the
aspiring actor. This suspicion is intensified when the young person is advised to cantinue thesr aducation
al all costs, if possible to university kevel, thereby ensuring &t least an ability to read.

While | cannol say el a coverless Panguin paperback stared me
on the path (o the stage, one certainly provided me with a nudgs in
I right direction by complamenlting my already strang inbarest in
Ineraturs, books, plavs, and postry

O day whike | was seeving in the Air Coms, | was bllel orderly,
and | Tourd & copy of John Seinbeck's "0f Miog and Men” and
“Cannery Fow®, bwo greal novels in one volume. 1baore iFs caner's
narmu on (he fy-leal, 8 chap | didn'l know, and wha had récently
desertad, 50 | knaw he wouldnT be loaking for § back, His rame
s writen [ & fine coppanplale hend, Cavid L O Drscall, Technical
Wing, Alr Coeps, Baldennal.

“Of bice and Mer™ stunned ma. |0 was the first real adult beok |
had come acroes, and Shainbeck’s Iragic fale of the beo down and
ot pals, who deeam of caning Belr own small feem wes read In
one sifling, the sweaping of (he bilel was urdedy done bafors e
Oircarky Officar came b inspect our dingy home from bame, than on
I the comic mesterplece Cannery Fow

I mamery sarves ma righl | nest bought “The Grepes of Wrall®,
Stainbeck's hstory of the Joad famdy among the migrant frul
pickars of Califomia, and week alter week, by buying and borrowing,
| mowed on o Hemingway, Soofl Fizgarald, end Waugh, and e
olher greal weitars readily available In paperback, | spenl my
annusl beeve one year resdng “Wer and Peace”, and aven though
I prorunciaton of the characlers rames and palronyms eluded
o, | desvoured Tolstay, and leter Dostosysky

T passed, and | becams increasingly disenchanted by Army (e,
50 12 help pass the time, and, | supposs, to give me some more
aciive pericipation in maters arlistic, | joined an amateur dramatio
socialy, end this is where luck comes into the stary, The play we did
was The Helress®, and | had a smeall perl. Howesar, the producer
was g profassional aclor, lvan Hanly of the RB.TE Pleyers, and he
advised me (o join & school of aoting, S0 off | hied me hence i e
rancwned Academy of Thealre Ars, and enolied. Aler & month or
so one of tha leachars, Ray Mofnally, mentioned thal extras were

required in the Abbey

Clive Geraghty

&

"'i\ 2 i

Thesatre for thelr nesd play, and hastily orgenising same keave from
the Defence Forees, | presented mysell af the Queen’s Thealre
(lhen the home of the Abbay] for inspecton. On enbenng this okl
thealre | was neady knooked over by fhe pungent smell of sze, but
fhe sura of magic was neerly fangible, and | wes hooked

| never went back fo the Academy, and soon & Schoal of Acting was
gat up in e Abbey under its head Director, Frank Darmady. For a
cauple of years | played with (he Abbey Compary and atfended
classes in the school, unlil eventually | bought myself cul of the
Ay ard besame & bl lime profassional sclor,

Frank Dermody's greatest atiribube &5 a direclor and leacher was
his abdity b pass on his kove of te skills nvoleed in great goling,
and b inspire young actors fo creabe for thelr sudience evenings of
greal joy In Be theatre, And i the awlience |5 given some food for
fought s well, than (hal's a bons.

Thes bonwus for me ks that, not anly hewe | made my Iving from doing
what | like besl, but | have done i in the company of some aof The
besd actors and directars of my generalion, in some of the best
plays avar wiitlen

Mow maybe this would all have happansd aven i | bad nol found
Deny O'Driscol’s book In el dusty Flying Wing billel, but it
yeslkowing pages will always ¢t on my bookshelves, a5 & lucky charm
menbe, of & remncer of how a simple serendiplious evenl lead me
B & Iife-long love of boaks and fine wiiling. And somelimes, sesing
it on the shelf among il's more Impasing leoking companions, |
wonder whatever bappened (o David L O'Drigcoll, the chap from
e 1955 cless of apprentices, who fell # necessary b desert from
fhe Alr Corps, b0 leave his friends, and his book, behind him

Clive was a mamber of the 1957 Alr Comps Apprantos Class and
I5 & reguiar condribubor ke the Lnk Newsletter, Chve has appeared
In numarous stage, radie and TV progrems Inckidng Sunday
Miscelany and Fair City




Annual Mass 2016

Thate was a larpa afiendanca at the Annwal Mass for deceased mambars of tha Rogar Casemant Branch which was hald in the Gamson Chunch in
Cazamaent Aarcdrome on Sunday Oclober 9°. The Calebrant was Fr Jery Carmall CF wha was esssled by Rew Addie Patterson. Music was provided
by tha Newcastles chor and the salutas ware delivenad by Fiper Jobn Brannan

I|..-|| 1||n Letirsles l:'#gun

L'JII'IIZI the Mass ndividusl cendies ware 1l In & dgniffed and
o I memary af the 25 former members of the Alr
aad gy dusing the pest 1) modhg

s ware presanted by family members of the fale
‘Camnce, the late Mckasl Reddy and (he [ake Niall

Jordan

Tha Mesnarsal Book wies presented by Paddy Goodman

ar parly amd wreaths af the LN E MWemonal
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Pacdy Mular wilh Many Wahan wiaow of the lala
Jodin Mathon and Maursen Mahar widow of the bala
Eamamn Maher Bying a weath an belall of the 1855
e celebvafing el B0 Smrivesany
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MILITARY ARCHIVES Branch members vzl Miltay Archives fn
Cathal Brugha Bz, LR, F Donnefly, A Mumpfy
Capt Danie! Ayofiz, M. Warphy, G. WeOann, PJ Brennan



RARE DH VAMPIRE PHOTOGRAPH.

The phato of DH Vamrgire Air Corps 185 wes aken on December 7 1963 and appesrs o
be e only & o alr phatogreph of en Alr Gomps OH Vamgire airerafi in exdsience. Vampire
185 wes fiying as Ped 2 with Lt Sm Casey as pilof, who was undergaing formedion fight
fraining with Capt Tom McBannett

The: picture wes taken from Vampire133 the Rad 1 arcraft, by Fight-3gt Paddy O'Wears
who was flying with the flight leadar Camdi Jery O'CGonnor (later GOG Air Cops). Fed 2
was called forward briefly by the Flight Commander to the lesd posiion o fagiitate the
photograph. FIS O'Meara was the Seniar NGO in Fighter Squadran at the time

The photogreph has appeared in seversl magazines and Ar Comps publications

The onginal photograph which was m 35 MW slide format wes taken with a German
Regula King K G camers. The camers was presented by Peddy O'Meara o Fi. Sgi Willy
Barm, Senlor NGO 105 Sqdn (Phata), Mo 1 Cparetians Wing in the Ar Comps mussum on

20t Oolobar 2018, 53 years aftar tha evani.

Hare pholo of an A Corps
Vampire TS5 aircraft in-Might

5 O'Mears wifh Lt Lar Smath in 1965

Faddy O'Weara presents the Regula Camera which he rsed o
fake the pictura of V185 to F4S Wily Bar of 105 (Phatio) Sqdn. in
the Air Corps museum in October 2076, 53 pears affer the event

( Air Corps Reunions 2016 )
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1956 CLASS 60TH REUNION.
Members of the 1856 (20 Apprendice Class
cefebrated thedr G0 Anniversery
LR Beek, BDennely POMears, J Capenter Pldien
Fromi LR, M Madigan. ¥ O'Kennedy, E Byrne, B Kane,
JMarin, PlieDonsd

1936 DE
CLASS

The 1556
[hired
Erdrants
Clags
oefebrated 75
Gt Aeunian
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Alr Corps News

Air Corps Cadet Training

The fir Compe Cadetship ig an ntensa penod of franing and personsl
development, designed to produce e highest quelty plats capable of
dedivernng the Air Comps’ mission

We would like lo give you a small insight info this procass by following
the prograssion of e Xnd, 34lh and 258 Air Corps Cadal Classes

The 3MCless heve recently jomed the Irish Defenca Farces and have
commenead their Wlitery Training with their Army and Irish Navel Sarnvice
calagues in the Miltary Colege in the Defence Forees Trainng Centra

The 3thClass are completing fer Ground School syliabus. They have
successiuly passed 6 of the 14 Alrline Transpoet Pilof Licensa (ATPL)
exems, the most recent being, Operaticnal Procedures, Metearclogy
arel Humen Perormance & Limitations. This theoretical foundalion i
crugal by achieve before beginning ther fiying freining

After much preparation, including militery eining, theoretical shdy,
simutator gessions and 20 hours of Flying Training, e 33rdClass have
reached the seminal milegtone of "Wings Course Flight 020", bether
known &s the first S0LO! This sees the Cadet “signing sut” an aircraft for
the first time and becaming en Areraft Commander

Falowing & pre-sale check conducied by the Chisf Flying Instructor, The
solp flight consists of fiying three drowl patierns around the aerodrome
This marks the firgd sigrificant “Gele’ in the Wings porfion of the
Cadetehip. The dass will now prograss to the Aarcbetc phasa, designad
bar imnprgwe their kandling shills

Fromit 33rd Cadet Class: Centre, 3dith Cadef Class;
Back, 35" Cadet Claaz

9" Qct 2016

02 Squedron was Esked with an urpanl ar ambulance msson
infant  patient

lhes moming, tha
iranspfand cpamlion

fravalling for an organ

§ 258 of 102 Sgdn.

' Yostarday 301

DES MURPHY, GERRY HEADON, NOEL MANNIX

fUeh planning raculied bafore, Sunig N0
aivan af each Ambulance mssion,

16™ Oct 2016

Spusdron complated
an ungent
neanatal Air
Ambulance o
Londan. The flight
fima from Cazament
Serodroms fo London
Halipor took 1 hour
and 40 minutes Tha
trarefer tima from
tha helipad o Great
Cmand Sireat
Hospital wes 8 mers
15 ming

19% Oct 2016

This week ho 3 Cperations Wing

conducted a Defence Heloopter

Lending 3ite Manager (DHLSM)

| course for ninelesn students Across
the Irish Defence Forces

The purpose of the coursa i 1o

provide Landing Paint Come-

manders [LPCs) with the skils o

marags complicated landing

ann, : gites, invalving mulSple aircraft end

The Landon Helport extended loed operations durng

bisth day and night

The course was nsiucied by 3 members of the UK's Joind Alr Delivery

and Evaeligtion Unit ensuring Defence Forces LPCs opersie in

accordence with best ntemalicnsl prectices

Wel dane o all’
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6" Oct 2016.

Caza

Sturming shod from ihe
pholographers window

| on 107 squadmn’s Airbug
| My CASA CNZ35 as
# appraschen tha

Easf Cosst falowing 2
Maritima Fairal Thanks
fo Sof Faul Maguwie for
the phafograph!
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